EARLY    YEARS
studious decliner of honours and titles/5 and actually
paid fifty pounds as a fine for refusing to appear to
receive a knighthood., of which payment an old
receipt found at Wotton bears testimony.
This readiness for public service without any
desire for recognition is rare at any time. The son in
this, as well as in some other respects., resembled his
father.
Of grandfather Stansfield, his mother's father,
rather more can be said than is recorded by Evelyn,
who just remembers his funeral when he himself was
seven years old. John Stansficld was a native of
Lewes, and a man of some consequence locally. His
property in Sussex was extensive* He had the manor
of Challenors and tenements in Rottingdcan and
Southease, and later in 1618 acquired the manor and
the advowson of the church of Denton, and tene-
ments in Heighton, Bishopstone and Mooching. In
addition to these he bequeathed in his will land in
Eckington, the rectory of South Mailing,, where he
rebuilt and endowed the church,, the manor, of
Northstoke.,* and land in Shipley, Pcvcnscy and
Hove.f All these passed to his daughter Eleanor arid
her husband Richard Evelyn,, John's father. John
Stansfield*s first wife, Eleanor's mother, was
Eleanor Comber, ccof a good and well-known house
in Sussex/'
Of his mother, John Evelyn writes; "She was of
proper personage; of a brown complexion; her eyes
*Sold by J. Evelyn to Robert Mxchell, Jan., 1700-1*
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